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Stacking strength is lost when pallets are improperly loaded. 

Pallet overhang loses up to 
32% of carton strength. 

Interlocked pattern loses up to 
50% of carton strength. 

Misalignment loses up to 
30% of carton strength. 

Use Shrink Wrap 

Shrink wrap is a common and effective method of keeping all pieces of a 
shipment together.  Be sure to include the pallet when wrapping the 
shipments.  Start at the bottom of the pallet and continue wrapping 
upward around the load.  This prevents the shipment from shifting or 
slipping off of the pallet and potentially damaging the cartons or other 
freight. 

Tips on Packaging your freight 

Proper packaging is a must. Don't ship your goods without proper 
protection. Many claims and damages arise from improper packaging -- 
and packaging errors may eliminate or reduce your carrier's liability.  

Do not ship hazardous materials. 

Use a strong box to protect the contents. 

If you reuse a box, remove or mark out any old shipping labels. 

Protect the item you are shipping with newspaper, foam padding, 
shipping "peanuts," bubble wrap, or shredded paper.  

When shipping multiple items, pack cushioning between each item. 

Seal the box strongly using tape that is designed for shipping.  

Use good-quality lumber in crates.  

Use Pallets 

When possible, heavy, bulky items should be placed on pallets for 
improved handling. To maximize carton strength, stack cartons on the 
pallet vertically. You can secure cartons to a pallet with banding, shrink-
wrap, stretch-wrap, or breakaway adhesive.  

Cartons should be stacked squarely on the skid, with no overhang. Box 
flaps and corrugations should face up. Make the top surface as flat as 
possible. The pictures below should help you visualize the best way to 
package and secure your goods. 

Damage can occur if 
cartons overhang the pallet, 
because there is no support 
for the freight in transit. 

Damage can occur when a 
pallet doesn't have a flat top 
surface. Place single 
containers on an outside 
corner or ship them loose. 

Loads made from different 
size    containers may not be 
uniform enough to have unit 
strength. 

May 16, 2008

Dear Jackson,

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobor tis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie conse 
quat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio 
dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet doming id 
quod mazim placerat facer possim assum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem 
vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum 
dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis.

Sincerely,

Ann Ormond
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